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totum eterna mundum ratione moveri. MANILIUs. 


Natura, inquis, hæc mihi præſtat. Non intelligis, te, cum hoc dicis, 
mutare nomen Deo? Quid enim aliud eſt Natura quam Deus, et divina 
ratio toti mundo, et partibus ejus inſerta? , SENECA, 
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T HIS ſketch of Metaphyſicks is humbly 


offered to all learned and judicious ad- 
mirers of the True Principle of the Univerſe, 


and to their cenſure is ſubmitted by 
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PHILOSOPHICK SYSTEMS. 


To the ROYAL SOCIETY. 


Y 


Nature's dark wilderneſs inur'd to tread 


E Jons of Science, Wiſdom's choſen band, 


Slow to believe, but quick to underſtand, 


Thro* numerous paths by long experience led, 


Leave, for a while, your magazine of arts, 5 


And try a dofFrine which the Muſe imparts. 


To but one point ſhe aſks you to agree. 
Grant it but poſſible, and there muſt be 
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A God, an univerſal moving Mind, 

Pervading all things, yet to none confin'd, 10 
By wiſdom working, with ideas fraught, 

Who moulded matter into being brought, 

United, under various forms diſplay'd, 

The atoms, fit or to be mov'd, or ſtay'd. 

A lifeleſs lump this #niverſe remain'd, 15 
Till that enliv'ning pow'r to move ordain d; 

Sun, Moon, and Stars, cooked in their why 
And Earth unwieldy, ready to obey. 

Sole architect to ſuch a wond'rous frame, 


Who firſt gave motion, ſtill maintains the ſame: 20 
Fire immaterial, - Hpirit pure in air, 


The ſtill ſmall voice that whiſpers ev'ry where; 


Beyond 
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Beyond times meaſure, or the bounds of ſpace, 
He's All in all, and All in every place. 
Some certain bodies of ſuperior mould, 25 


With animating ſp:rits he enſoul'd, 


Not independent, guided, and yet free, 


As willing :nſtraments to God's decree. 


FROM God alone all ave pow'r proceeds, 
Ev'n human reaſon his aſſiſtance needs. 30 


Man may deſign, direct within his ſphere, 
And yet his wi is but imperfeCt there. 
God muſt concur, muſt operate of courſe, 


Man only knows how to employ the force. 


No organiſt fo ſkilful e er was found 1 
To make, but only modulate, the ſound. 
B 2 His 
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His art may teach him, thro' what pipes to know 1 


The #4/af? inſpir'd ſhall muſically flow; 
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Conſcious he wills his fingers where to move; 1 
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His fingers mov d, that's all, that you can prove. 40 3 
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SToP but the heart, all vital functions ceaſe, 3 


But can you move, or make ht mend it's pace. 
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SEE o'er the ſtrings the fiddler”s fingers run, a + 


Scarce has he thought on't, when the tune is done. 


TRE dancer thus to meaſure time is taught, 45 


So quick his feet almoſt outrun his thought / 


Art, habit, genius, call it as you pleaſe, 
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You know not what z tis ſomething more than zhe/e. 
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To ſay, Man acts, not knowing how,---+is odd, 
Leave then the will to Man, the work to God. 50 


Man to a /hip may fitly be compar'd, 
Where zack/ing to each office is prepar'd; 
The fleſh and bones a hull, well built with art, 
Ropes are the tendons, and a ſail the heart; 


Reaſon a rudder to conduct the whole ; 55 


The captain in the cabbin 1s the ſoul; 


The nervous ſpirits are the crew on board, 


Eager to execute their capiain's word, 
The ſbip thus trim'd, one ſignal makes it fail, 
If Providence ſupply the moving gale. 60 


Nor man alone is mov'd by force divine, 


Alike in &rutes appears the great deſign. 
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Reaſon and inſtines differ in degree; 
The fame that prompts the man inſpires the See. 
The 5d, that builds, an iaſtrument (at beſt) 65 


Fancies herſelf the author of the neſt. 


Let man and brute their utmoſt efforts try, 
Effectual force their Maker muſt ſupply. 


Reaſon may chooſe which way its courſe to bend, 
Superior pot r muſt guide it to its ed. 70 
God can accompliſh what the mind ſhall chooſe, 
While man foreſees th' effect he will produce. 


Of God's prerogative can man partake, 


At once unable to deſtroy, or make ? 


THe patient husbandman, who tills the land, 75 


And caſts thereon his read with liberal hand; 
Skilful 
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Skilful to ſow, but not t increaſe the grain, 


With proſperous ſucceſs ſhall he be vain! 


BEnoLD that engine on yon' riſing ground, 
With ſail-like wing it whirls inceſſant round: 80 
Behold beneath within this rapid ſtream, 


A circling whee/ roll round a weighty beam. 


This emblem of imaginary power, 
This miller's art of grinding corn to flower, 
It's maſter's pride with it's own weakneſs ſhows, 85 


Which all it's force to wind or water owes; 


Rather, in juſter language let us ſay, 
To him whoſe will both wind and 7ide obey. 
All are but engines in one hand divine, 


Some urg'd by force, the reſt as they incline : 90 


The 
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The pen, and ſword, compell'd their taſk fulfil, 


The writer, and the warrior, as they will. 


yo 1 $f i | 3 * 
No vital energy to matter's given, 3 
A paſlive maſs, all actuated from heav'n: 


For /aws of motion are but idle things, 


Unleſs the maker agitate the ſprings : 


Bodies are motionleſs as mere machines, 
The operator hid behind the ſcenes ; 
One ſingle actor on this worldly ſtage, 


Was, is, and will be God from age to age. 100 


War envy, mortal, in thy boſom lurks, 


To ſlight thy Maker, and extol his works / 


When lofty foreſts fall at Man's command, 


Boaſts the proud axe againſt the Fe/ler's hand? 
Truths 


PHILOSOPHICK SYSTEMS. 13 


Truths, that perplex the ſtudious /ophy/?'s brain, 105 


Blind Fate, or Chance, or Nature muſt explain. 


Hence /y/tem-making into faſhion grew, 


All cauſes but the only one, they knew: 

Tho? in opinion ſeldom they agreed, 

Matter to deify they al/ decreed. ITO 
This ſecond cavses for their ſyſtems fram'd, 


A journeyman to God, and Nature nam'd. 


FixsT Srato, puff'd with philoſophick pride, 


Motion and gravity to things apply'd; 
Baniſh'd at length the Godhead from his fate, 115 
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Uſeleſs to govern, needleſs to create. 


BoLD Epicurus ſaw, or ſeign'd to ſee, 


Diſcordant atoms in a void agree; 


C Chance 


14 The Y ANITY of 


Chance produce order, light from darkneſs ſhine, 
And Creatures juſtly form'd without n.. 120 


AcurTE Carteſius with mechanick head, 


Plac'd ſabtil matter in it's Maker's ſtead; 
Made &rutes ſpontaneous move without a ſoul, 


And piec'd up one great clock-work of the whole. 
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DocMaTICK Hobbes with impudence profeſs'd 


To make an immaterial God a jeſt; 126 
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Taught 4/ is body, variouſly combin'd, 
And ſpirit, but the phantom of a mind. 


Sacacious Newton laſt with pond'ring thought, 
To mathematick rules a ſyſtem wrought; 130 


God, as an eaſtern Monarch, left for ſhow; 


His viceroy, Gravity, the God below. 
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WHILE pious Malebranche with devotion fir'd, 


A pow'r divine in every af admir'd; 


Acknowledg'd none, which others cauſes call, 155 


But God th' Efficient, that moves all in All. 


 SHORT-SIGHTED ſcepticks of inglorious fame, 
And beaſts triumphant I diſdain to name 


Minute Philoſophers, a graceleſs crew, . 
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Who knew not God, and wrote more than they knew. 


PrRouD Virtuoſi, vain conjectures ceaſe: 141 
Tho” right you calculate, yet wrong you guels. 
Attraction is no pow'r, but lat alone; 

The earth attracts not, nor deſcends the ſtone; 


Thoſe ſwelling waves, that flow at ſtated z/des, 145 


Are mov'd by Oe, which o'er the Moon preſides 
C 2 Not 


: — 
4e (C wy 


xt The FVANITY of 


Not mutually attracted, as ſome think, 
Who alive force to ſluggiſh matter link. 


SEE Steel the magnet ſeek with amorous chace, 


With other metals ſhun the like embrace, 150 
See ſtraw uplift to amber cloſely clings, 

Yet ſcorns to riſe to unelectral things. 

See cork, that on the water's A ſkims, 


You ſay, it draws the cork, that thither ſwims. IJ 


Theſe all are mov'd, with notion not their own; 155 


Th' ect is maniteſt, but Pow — unknown. 
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5 Say, why ſhould bodies active be ſuppos d, 


Becauſe their particles are fo diſpos d? 


Ul. Say, ſtupid matter executes a plan, 
| 
| And who will think you reaſon like a han? 160 
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- 


How ſhould that move in order ſo exact, 


Which wants both pow'r and knowledge how to act? 


Ev'N in diſorder is diſcover'd ſkill. : 
So when convulſions rend the trembling Hill, 
When cities totter in confuſion toſt, I65 
And works of time are in an inſtant loſt, 
The hand divine admiring nations know, 
Which gives the ſhock, and guides the deſtin'd I ce. 
Scourg'd thus by Hearn, a guilty land repents, 
Yet pays no homage to the inſtruments, 170 
The ſame naterials, diverſely employ'd, 


Whereby the world 1s nurtur'd, or deſtroy'd. 


MATTER in motion, you may underſtand, 


An inſtrument in one all-moving hand; 
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Not put in motion, and ſo left to run, 175 


But mov'd continually, as firſt begun. 


Such motion copy'd in a ſphere you ſee, 


By our late Archimedes, Orrery. 


Tris only truth experiments declare, 


A God, in whom we live, and move, and are; 180 
A mind, that always acts, a conſtant cauſe, 


Who thro” a miracle mult change his /aws. 


MN, that with Reaſor's eye attentive views, 


Obſerves the path, the Deity purſues, 
Marking the /teps his eviſdom has outcaſt, 185 
And fo foreſees the future in the paſt. | 


THRO' Or all time, tis clearly to be ſeen 


Who plan'd, preſerves, and moves the whole machine. 
As 
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As Anaxagoras of old withdrew 


The veil from Nature, ſo have we anew 190 


Shew'd Motion does a Mind, a God proclaim, 


And Nature nothing but an empty name. 


Tuns magich, that did once the world bewitch, 


Inſnare the imple, and the knave enrich, 
Unmalk'd by learning, and by laws annull'd, 195 


The crowd in ignorance no longer lull'd, 


Wiſdom aſſum'd its antient ſeat agen, 


And wizards were no more than common me. | 


DaRKNEess muſt vaniſh at approach of ght, 


And Truth, when ſeen victorious, ſtrike the bt. .Y 


Let Reaſon judge---vain Syſtems are o'erthrown, 201 | 
And God, without a rival, reigns alone. | 
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